
UPDATE
Executive Order 13650

Status of Future PSM & RMP Changes

On August 1, 2013, President Obama issued Executive Order (EO) 13650 – Improving Chemical Facility 
Safety and Security due to recent chemical-related accidents that have resulted in multiple fatalities and 
injuries and significant damage to surrounding communities.  EO 13650 is aimed at preventing the 
recurrence of such accidents by directing the government to identify measures to improve chemical facility 
safety and security.  An Interagency Working Group, led by OSHA, EPA, and DHS in collaboration with 
other federal agencies, has been tasked with carrying out the directives specified in the EO.  Section 6 of 
the EO calls on EPA and OSHA to review and modernize the current Risk Management Program (RMP) 
regulation and Process Safety Management (PSM) Standard.  Below is a summary of the past year’s 
developments in revising these two regulations:

RISK MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
In July 2014, EPA issued a Request for Information (RFI) to seek public comment on potential changes to 
the RMP regulation.  There were 19 areas for potential changes included in the RFI.  Since the end of the 
public comment period, EPA has been developing a list of proposed changes to the RMP regulation 
based on feedback from the RFI and other data collected during preliminary rulemaking activities.  The 
changes will be included in the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM, i.e. the proposed revised 
regulation).  A draft NPRM is being prepared as specified in the June 2015 EO 13650 Status Report Fact 
Sheet.

EPA recently announced their intent to convene a Small Business Advocacy Review (SBAR) panel.  EPA 
has already invited representatives from small businesses, small organizations, and small government 
officials (i.e. Small Entity Representatives or SERs) to participate in the panel.  Other panel members 
include federal employees from EPA, the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA), and the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB).  The SBAR panel’s job is to:

• Review the draft NPRM;
• Collect input from the SERs; and
• Submit a report to EPA detailing its findings, including any recommendations / regulatory 

alternatives to minimize the burden on small entities.

Following the SBAR process, EPA will review the report and make any appropriate changes to the 
NPRM.  The updated NPRM will then be published in the Federal Register, along with the SBAR panel’s 
report.  At this point, the public will have the opportunity to comment on the proposed rule before it is 
finalized.

ChemAlliance.org, an online information resource that is operated in partnership with EPA, indicates that 
the SBAR panel had just begun to convene and is in the process of gathering input from the SERs.  For 
updates on the panel’s status, check EPA’s SBAR Panel website.  In addition, updates on the rulemaking 
process can be found in EPA’s Regulatory Development and Retrospective Review Tracker.

PROCESS SAFETY MANAGEMENT
In June 2015, OSHA announced its intent to convene its own SBAR panel for reviewing the changes to 
the PSM Standard based on feedback from its own RFI and other data collected during preliminary 
rulemaking activities.  The panel has not yet convened as it may be waiting on the results of EPA’s SBAR 
panel on the RMP changes.    

In the meantime, OSHA has issued revised interpretations to the following enforcement policies:
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• Clarification on chemicals without concentrations listed in Appendix A 
• Definition of RAGAGEP
• Retail Exemption Policy

In addition, both OSHA and EPA are considering new PSM and RMP requirements for the use of safer 
technology and alternatives.  For now, both agencies have jointly issued a chemical safety alert to 
promote the use of safer technologies and alternatives.  The alert is intended to introduce concepts and 
approaches to safer technologies, and provide examples of integrating such technologies to risk 
management activities.

MORE TO COME...
The most recent update on the efforts to address EO 13650, including details on some of the items 
discussed above, can be found in the 2015 Status Report Fact Sheet.  We encourage facilities to 
periodically check the OSHA and EPA websites for any news and developments regarding the rulemaking 
process. Stay tuned!

If you have questions about the above article or regarding the PSM, RMP, or CalARP regulations please visit our website 
at http://www.psmrmpsolutions.com or contact us by responding to this email or calling us at 949-207-3397.
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